Vindication 
of this aſt CHANGE. 


WHEREIN, 


Is plainly Demonſtrated,the Eqn: 


Be Power and Right of the Army to ſettle theſe 


| Nations upon the Foundations of Righte-- 
5 ouſnefſe and Freedome. 
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TOGETHER, 
With Anſwers to the moſt material ObjeQions 


made againſt thens. 


1will alſo mel thy Officers Peace, and thy Exattors Righteouſe 
{ - eſſe, Eſa, 60. V. 17. 


IA " 


Publiſhed by ſpecial Command. 
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The Armies Vindication 
p01 CHaNREs 


of this laſt 


-71He late King by his Writ called the 
SSI. long Parliament,and that not by any 
M- voluntary a& of his own; but as for- 
ced thereunto, by the coming of 
of. the Scotr,, with an Army into. Exg- 

: bp land : This Repreſcniative [thus 
k. 7 ———_— .Convened were the Body'of the 

People, of whom: he was Head : Butaftterward, the 

King,inttcad of joyning himſclf with this great Coun- 
| ſell through. pretended fears and jealoufies, did moſt 

unnaturally ſeparate and: eſtrange; himſelf from it, 
withdrawing. Protefion from the People; forfeited 

al! obedience due to him as King : - For as: much as he 
betook himſelf to. force and:aQs of open Hoſtiliry, by 

| ſetting up his Standard , by which he put himſelf into 
i the condition ofa private Perſon ,: layingclaim-tono 
- more than he could purchaſe to himfelf,: by-fotce and. 
May's i 170; fi _ . Military 


p:: . © The Armies Vindication þ 
Military Power : Thus wholly laying afide his Civill 7 
Governinent, turningit ined. Military; at edgrh he, © 
as $axl, perifhed by hizownfword;, 'by ſheachingit in * 
the bowels of iis owndody. olitick; / I: 08270 | 


By this means the/Parliament becamepaſſeffors of - 
- the Soveraignty, Greatneſs, Honour andriches of the 
King : whereby there wasa plain tranſmitting or tran- _ 
{]aring of power from the King tothe Parliament, the 
peoples Repretentativesz who at that time was asa 
nurling Mother to Tuccour and tenderly embrace the 
well-afiected, and good peox le of the Nation: -, by 
which means the hearts and affeCtions of all the peo- 
ple of God in the Jand were gathered up to, and went 
along with them; becauſe they were a Bulwark to 
keep Tyranny and Oppreſlion from all that did adhear 
unto them: and gaye encouragement-andProte&tiqn 
-jn the external Exerciſe of A eligion/and the ſervice of 
. God. Theſe things notbeing forgptten; we cannot 
: but mention the long Parliament with Hondir, - 
--» The: Parliament 'not being -ablq to go on.in their 
work without the aſſiſtance of an Army; were forced 
- to make ſeveral Appealsto the peopte*whofeRepre- 
ſentatives they werez- and. thoſe.of them that were 
-:well:-aftected to the cauſe of Religion and Liberty, wil- 
- lingly acceptediofi the:Parliaments Call, and oid joyn 
-a helping hand: by: concurrance-'of their good attecti- 
ons and prayerss alſo by their purſes and perſons, to 
. Earry on the great work-that was on foot, The Parlia- 
- ment. being thus conſtrained to conſtitute a Military 
© body, different from their own 3/.and to make a Power - 
; of, much greater force 'and- ſtrength . than that which 
;wasg:Civill :, The power and greatneſs of the 'Parlia- 
- ment-did hereby neceſlarily deſcend into the Army, | 
an 


m_ 


-» 
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Es BE . 3 
39d the good people thus x RUto their: affifiance, and 


>dhearing' ro them 3' and” they 'theinſelves'Þecamen 
lefler and more inferiour power, by pouring out and 
deyolving their greatneſs and ftrength 'into another 
Society of: men,more'formidablethan theimfelyes;-and 
their aCtifig;as it were, in away of fubſerviehcy'ro them; 
for what conſiderable thing did theParliatent elſe,but 
to raiſe money for the Army, 'and ſupply it with ſuch 
neceſlaries that were ſutableto their work/and defigne. 

'T he'Army being thus taken'ont of the good people 
of the land, and united'infuch a formidable bedy', 
obtained great Vicories and ſucceſle; and:through the 
rich mercy and bleſſing of God, overcame alltheir E- 
nemies in the three Nations: the King and his party, 
together with the 1riſh and $e9ts were wholly ſubdued. 
This being done, there wastio legal form of civill Go- 
vernment left 5 the King being taKeh away, both in 
Perſon and Office, the Houſe of Lords diſſolved : the 
Soveraignty muft needs fall' into the hands of the Peo- 
Ple; from whence'it 'firſt ſprange : The Kings party, 
and fuch as were Nenters Hviog loſt their Rjghrand 
Priviledge, the'good people imbodied in an Army, 
together with thoſe that adheared'to them, muſt of 
undoubted right, 'be receptable of 'all Power and So- 
veraignty : For all:greatneſſeandAuthority that takes 


 tsriſe from the people, whets)ts ſhattered and broke, 


muſt neceſſarily" rerurn'thither 'again, as retyring to 
1tstrue Centre, As the Sap of a'Tree, after it hath put 


.. 


'forthit felt into the Branches, and comes to be njpr - 4 
Winter ſtorms,its courſe is to fink down again .ihto th 


root; ſoit fares with'all Govertiments, Hotiours and 
' greatneſſe''in the world, wheri/ they are” broken and 
ruined , they diffolyEinto their firſt principleand be- 
 ginnings. : 

The. 


OR The I9ju Finticetion 
{- The prigeipalthingitg be cleaged is, that the Sove- 
ragney ro -reſolye it ſelf: more intothe people im- 
ied in an Army, than int@.the peoples Repreſen+ 
tatives in Parliament; b i”: Ws Sp 
.;; To-evinge this, conſider, thatithe, Parliament hadno 
legall Ganſtitution gr Right. to Government by wy 
law. of this Nation, that's moſt evident; the, Officeand 
Perſon of theKing being taken away, the Houſes of 
Lords being diſſolved, as I faid before: It was not in 
the power of the Commons: ( being, but-athird State 
Jaithe Government) to Conſticute; themſelves a Com- 
-mpnwealth,, without. fome new aft of the-people, tq 
make them. fo; ,unleſſe. they had > Power of them- 
ſelves inherent, that they might doe ſuch thingsas 
wasnever intruſted them, by. thaſe that choſe them: 
The Kings VV rip calling them, and thePeop!es6lection 
waxed old, and antiquated, as out of date :' Aud hence 
their ſtanding asa Government, after the dcath of the 
King, was onely as they were upheld by the-power and 
necefiity of the Army; and when they were of no far- 
ther, uſc eo. the Nation, they were by. the Army gently 
laid afide ; -and thegrear approbation the people gave 
to their diflolutiqn,. did clearly recall their former e- 
leftions, and all further truſt repoſed in them. 


:The next thing is, to. prove,-.that the Army isthe 


' * principallbodysj the Fenplg inwhom the Soveraign- 


ty doth at. preient reſide; | That. luch. a: power ſhould 
naturally deſcend into the Army, and mach ſuperiour 


fother of: the. Parliament chat raiſed them, will appear . | 
TE. | 


humane and dyvine reaſon... cut} 15 mt 
_ I. The Members.pf. the Army, forthe woſt part of 
them, .wereraiſed:out. of, the ordinary and common 


bulk, ofthe people, : which are'the ,greatneſle and | 


- rengeh 
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| ar . of this Jai Change. . Tins Me: 
' ſtrength oftlie Nation, in whom lesthe greateſt, and 
the moſt, common Intereſt of the whole, with all its 
| GREENE. ion | 
2 Il. TheArmy wereſuch, as did anſwer the call of 
the Parl:ament, when they made their appeal to the 
people for to Judge of their Cauſe : Now to whom I 
make an appeal, I make him ſuperiour to my ſelf; I ſet 
+ himasa Judge and Lord over me; thus did the Par- 
| liament by their. Declarations to-the people; calling 
upon them to be Judge of their own Rights and Liber 
+ ties: Theſe of the Army being more valiant thin others 
in the great concernments of the Nation,they have the 
- Juſttutle of the,people of, &rglang, having interpoſed 
between. the peoples Rights and Liberties, and that 
{]aviſh Tyranny that was breaking in upon« them, . 
IL The Army are aconſticution of more vigor and 
ſtrength .than- any; ather,;z the Parliament , of it ſelf 
could act but in a low, weak;inconfiderable way; their 
greateſt Authority lying in the Camp : The Military 
.Sward being alwayes more ſharp, ;than that ofthe Ci- 
villz . more ;able,ta-do,juſtice.and to give protetion, 
than. any.Civil:-Sword, or inſtituted/power could, The 
| Parljament had the form, bur the Army had the power 
of qhechigheft adminiſtration of jullice, as baving more 
iatrinſical.and tundamental firength in it, than any 6- . 
\ ther; The Malignants felt the power, andþy expeti- 
eng&hnow that, this jstrye :, Could the'Parlianient o- 
T2 grcomeuheKing, beat himqut df the field, brjnghim 
to tryalland execution, but by thepower of po Army? 
pf by:bis.its undeniable, thatthe power, oft e people 
N thus formed into an Army, are the Rgppgelt poorer. | 
4 1 IV. A Fourth conſideration proper | 
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or this, is; that 
the Army are the people in an afive body; not ina 
bulky, 


bulky, heavy, ſlaggiſh'begp; but the people gathered 


can be imaginable. 
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up into heart and union, filled with ſpifit and life, for 
work of their generation, very uſcfull and ative men / 
ot publique ſpirits, .carrying the intereſt of the people- 
of God, and the good of the Nation in their aim-and 


eye. To this may. be added, the concurrence of the 


hearts and affeCtions, prayers and good deſires of the 
honeſt party of the Nation, going along with them | 
theſe have contributed 'their beſt aſſiſtance to help 
them in-their progreſs. Althbugh of late, many, partly 


through weakneſle and paſſion, or diviftions and faQti- 


ons amongſt them; and partly from the Armies miſe 
carriages and apoſtacies, have been offended with 
them 3 but when the Lord ſhall blow away theſe miſts, 
and lead forth the Army in the ways of righteouſneſs, 
he will lead his people back, to their former hearty 
concurrence of their affeQtions to, and their prayers for 
them: As being ſuch in "whom the Lord hath treaſured 
up their great intereſt, with their Lives and Liberties. 
V. There is a peculiar right of Government or 
"wer due to them in the Army,in that they have ven= {þ 
tured their bloud, and have with the Jeopards of 7 
their lives, reſcued themſelves and the honeſt party of 
this Nation from Tyrany; and have purchaſed Liber- 


FT, both civill and ſpiritual with the price of bloud; 
O 


that God and Nature have put Authority into their 
Hands : The former ſlaviſh Government that- denied 
Liberty to men as men, and to.Chriſtians as Chriſtian, 
being thrown down 'by them : che priviledg of Rule 
belongs therefore to honeſt men, as ſuch, and to the 
Army, as ſuch; by the moſt undoubted Right that 
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of this left Change. 


5 :..,1 V1. I ſhall adc SDEEDINg Ore, and that is, the de- 


ſignation of providence, which firſt broughr forth the 


7 honeſt people of this Nation into a Military body, and 
7 thatdiſ in from the Civill power: and theſe accom- 
Z panied with many ſignal Deliveranges, Vidtories, and 
= ſucceſſes; the produce,and jiflue whereof doth entitle 
7 the Army and honeſt People to the mgſt unqueſtiona« 
; bleRightof Power & Government in theſe Nations: 


E would not by all this, draw men to adore an Army, 
or arme of fleſh; but the Lord in the midſt of his Peo- 
ple, whether in.the Army, or without; all the Saints in 
the Laidare the Army of God they are-publique per- 
ſons, that minde a publick: good; and have all one 
Comman intereſt : Theſe are the men God hath deſig. 
ned for Government. 

Thus we may plainly ſee where the Power and 
Right of Government is ſeated, in the good People; 
and eſpecially to thoſe in the Army : who was pleaſed 
to recall the Members of Parliament to a further ex- 
erciling oftheir Truſt, formerly repoſed in them? this 
the Army did, -at leaſt tolerate or condeſcend unto : 
though this act of theirs did not proceed ſo much from 
judgement and wiſdome, as from urgency and neceſſi- 
ty : being toſſed to and fro by the viciſſitudes and 
changes of things; and being in ſome darkneſs; ha-, 
ving at that time no better thing in their eye, they 
choſe this as the next expedient, h »ping ſome good 
might have been done by them; but finding, that in- 
ſtead of going forward to ſettle the Nation, they were 
carried'on to many precipitate aftings, to throw down 
many things done, in potnt of Reformation; and not 
onely ſo, but they went about to deſtroy and alter the 
whole Conduct of the Army, though they were the 

| Es B very 
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very Fegy hat bore themup; andthe Power thir<s ed | 
them rogether:; And when the proven, part of the } 

| ft the Army 1 
- Arm power to uphold chem: } 


Nation was ready to rife yp againſt chem], 
onely did interpoſe b 
Naw if the m_ had powet to gather them, they had 
alfo power to fcatter them : far the ſame power that 
ſets up may pu}Gown ;' ir was ng breach of law to dil- 
folve them that fat by no law; Eipccially, when theip 
proccedings were Diametrically oppofite to thoſe ends 
for which they were called, ' 

 TheArmy a Mititacy body,fo owned of Gad, anited 
in ſtrength and courage, carried forth with juſt and hos, 
nef} intentions; ſtanding upon their own feet ; beivg 
adiftinct power, raifed by God, by his immediate power 
(for it was not the Kivg that called the Parhament, bur 
his.necefhity : nenther was It. the Parliament that raiſed 
the Army, but their ſtreights; and both theſe, as che 
product of providence; and not the intentions of et- 
ther the one or the other of them} If then this Army 

(being the ordinance and appointment of God, to fe- 
cure our Liberties and Lives ( fhould have given back” 
their power to the Parliament, is once the Parliament. 
would have given theirsto the King; it had been the 

higheſt breach of truſt that cauldbe 1tnagtnable both to 

Ged and his people - And furely the Eord would have 

brought deliverance ſome other way 3 and would have 

left them & thejr houſes to have been tradden under 
foot, at the Juſts and wills of men ;, the foot of pride 
ſhould have trampled on them like mite in the ſtreets. 

T thall now come to, Anſwer all the materiall Obje- 
Qions (that Tcan thipk of ) that are made againſt the 
paſt and preſent proceedings of the Army. 

Object. 1. The firſt 35 this, The Army owned the ParMa- 


ment 


gs 


| of this laft, Change, 9 
mank 45 the Supream Aidthatity, received Commilſtons from 


them, and called themſelves their Servants. | 
_- 4nſw. The Parliament were the Sapream Authori- 
ty of the Nation,on!y as the Army did ewn them fo; but 
as the Army did ſet them up, tollerate and condefcend 
totheir Authority for a time; yet by no a@ did con- 
firm or perpetuate them, nor I believe never intended 
it, The Army having fo much of Powerand G vern- 
ment devolved upen them,as we have already ſhewen; 
havingthelife, rhe ſpirit, the vertue of all the good 
People gathered up.into a military body, and being of 
publique ſpirits, for the good of the honeſt intereſt in 
the Nation - Its beyond queſtion, to ask by what law 
br Authority the Army could diflolve the Parliament? 
they were obedient while they ſet them in Power over 
then; Þut when rhey thought of changing their Ma- 
fters,tREy might doit without breach-of aby lawzwhere 

there'is no law, there is no tranſgreſſion., _ : 
And had the good People known the bottern-of the 
Parttaments proceedings, and how they were about to 
efpouſe a National Intereſt, intending'to have thrown 
the Government upon the ſpirit of. the Nations no 
queſtion but all unbyaſſed good men in the Nation 
would. have concurred as much with the Army tn this 
Jaſt breach, as In the former : but here one precipitane 
ation draws on another; and many-mens jadgments 
were ſurprifed in this laſt aftion of diffolving the Par- 
Hatmentr,more than inthe former, But when good men 
have their eyes open ro ſee, that their Lives and Liber- 
ty, their ſafery and' ſecurity is wrapt up with the Ar- 
mies[:tereſt; as.ever.the peoples did in-King and Par» 
Haments, No queſtion, but as one. piece, as-one body, 
as one foute and ſpirit, they will agree to ſuch a Go- 
| -Þ 2 verment 
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yernment as may beſt ſecure their, own ſafety, and the 
good of the whole Nation... ,. SY ks 
That which cauſes men of carnal] and earthly minds 
to rage and fret,and to ſtrive like a Bull inanct becaufe 
we ſetle not upon a worldly. foundation, aConſtitution 
that may take in the ſpirit of the Nation , in all its filth 
and corruption, in all its maHignity and enmity, that 
we may not make up a Heterogeneal] body, a mixture 
of Ironand C/ay ; What were this but to return to FE- 
gypt, tothe 0ynj0ns and Garlick;, a going back tothe 
houſe of bondage, tobe intangled with: the cuſtomes 
and manners of Fgypt : this were but to be brought 
to the place where we firſt begun 5, and (o to {uffer loſs, 
yea, all the price of 'Blood and Treaſure, the fruit of 
all the Prayers and Feares that have been ſpent ; but 
the way is to gaforward ; we,muſt $0.Carnaan, the Land 
of peace and truth,” of righteouſneſs -and juſtice, and 
ſhort of this, we muſt not fit down. 
Objed.2. In the ſecond place, Some charge the Army of 
a ſecond ApoStacy and back: ſliding ;, which they ſeemed of 
late to repent off 5 and that they confeſſed they loSt the pre- 
fence ofGod evrr ſince they firſt interrupted theParhament, 
Anſw, That the Preſence of God went a long time 
with the Actions of the Parliament, this is acknow- 
ledged by all good people, as well as by the Army, and 
this v as one of thegrounds of theArmies inviting it to 
fit this laſt time:but that they loſt the preſence of God, 
by breaking the Parliament, or ever ſince they were 
broken, this was never acknowledged by the Army : 
they muſt rhen have been falſto their own experience; 
for all know, chat the good people did as much rejoyce 
at the Parliaments firſt breaking ,. as at any att of Pro» 
vidence, that had been. done amongſt us; and the pre- 


{ence 


'_ ,, ow, Þ 
ſence of God appeared much 'more in the time of the 
Lietle AiſemBy, than ji the later end of the 1604 Par- 
Jiament.. But'the Apoſtalies and backſlidings the Ar- 
my did bewaile, was for dancing after the pipe of a 
ſingle Perſon , and together *therewith efpouſing a 
worldly Intereſt; and ſo building up the broken walls 
ofthe City Jericho, that they made them a Calf in'the 
Wilderneſle, this was the fin of the then General and 
the Army : though moſt of the Army were paſſive, as 
tothe ſetting up of ſuch a Single Power. But the laſt 
att of Apoſtacy'in'the Army, was to'give a new Refur- 
reCtion to this Parliament , ' which was fo fignally dif- 
owritd of God andhis people” fohg before (not but 
there were good things,and good men found in it) but 
what was this, but to return ro.Fgypt for he! p: Why 
doe. we (peak 16 high for a Parfiametit "3s It mot'a 
iorlfly Conftiration;# Body fitted for aKitig, the In 

tereſt bfrH& Narion, not of thePtopit of God 3 inde. 

'very whit as Babyloniſh as Kingſhip'it felf ar beſt, the 
moſt of them are 'men of eſtares, under ſome prident 

ualifications.” This Conſtitution bath'beey excellent 

itt its ſeaſot 3; arid While there was'fifeand'power tn it, 
we'could nor but honour it ; but that having been the 

hand ihar brought us out of Xgypt into the Vilder- 
neſfle; it muſt die at #2ount Nebo, it cannot carry us in- 
to the land of Reſt and Settlement; toſtrive about it, 

is toraiſe the body of Moſes,to honour a dead Carcaſle, 
torepair a broken Idoll, that. can no longer be the In- 

tereſt of the kingdome of Chriſt or his people. 

| would not be miſtaken, as if Lhad not great reſpedts 

for thafe Members in this laſt Parliament that were 

worthy : iſpeak not againſt their Perſons, but am on- 
ly ſhewing the weakneile of a worldly Conſtitution : L 
B 3 doe 
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mY in my heart, ax theſe Nh rai {embers 
a-lit yand (4, Jatold for QVEFths 
bent ny Qu Ks my with © yy Cayſe they 
have heretaf are mapaged, and to aq ynder ſuch a 
Formof Govergment, that Providence ſhall deligne, 


which Þ may prove much more com- 
Te co0 ith or them) and dun... 1; n OJ 


Jed, 3- Again, its cammpnly ſaid, that the Army is 
houne to f fabjed to ſuch as raiſe monies and pay them, 
.. For An Er hereunto 3. Its well kngwn, that 
thi woe y ( for the, Mg Pal afthem) took, up Arms 
ſudgmeny and Canſcienge, apd:notas, a Merce- 
Army : but wha goeth.2 warſer at his, own charge. 
If chePay of theArmy (hould mak them farve the, yils 
A ufts of men, ,.. .3ngjlet Carte fo fhof goog 1 menz 
they, Forte .anſwer the<nd; of 0X Pay 3 is is ra- 
n{urate the acton, ind will 
more oe! a, th we theme I tothe end; and 
it. is-not ſo, Gy fiderable who Rays the Army, as far the 
" Fibe canſiger whersfare they are;paid, 
ex.Ke&p.their.cye tkh righs «nd,the fafety.and 
neſt.men, this, will more. crowne their a- 
IRSne tolerve. peg mours of ſuch as pay them. 
T Ly RY and malecontent cry, out againſt 
Taxes $ exciſe, not la @ ugh fromthe Byrchen of them, 
as fraw theireomity 2gojvſt: the Army 4 whoare as a 
girdle offtrength.cothe righteous in,the Land, and a 
bank to keep out tharkaof miſery that an inra yo ot 
neqmy. would inflict upon them. {yt when ſball 
heas any of theſe men; qomplaing of the, corgaption nf 
the Coun of ) aha SMS FRRARRPIGn the com- 
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an LGwyerl Who Ve WWeTHt Root a0 ie hogan fr 
ſtoet:"Eittls complathtFinide of thele, though I ath 
very coriffdettt, thing PIR HOUR, Ops -out of the 
. pockets of poor peopte, as would in a very. great mea- 
ſnre matntainthe Armies ih the threeNations :this Op- 


preflion men loyCand pdgth. asbeſp moſt nat gral 
to ther; as tm faitable rim pd Eotpupr inrerelt But 
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I dare'fay; tHtatno honeſt wan inrecefted in, the cauſe 
of God, and gf his peopte, of art unbyafſed judgmnent,of 


a pvblick fpirit, truly mjndivg his own. welfare, and 
the lives and liberties of hjs brethren, canbe againſt. 
convenient pay for the Army! Conſidering. they carry' 
themſelves with love and tenderneſs, not Robing nor 
Phundering thoſe under their power, but defending the 

riphts and properties of all; being nader a feyere difci- 

pe; they arecivilf and of goed bebavour; I. fay. no 

mart that 15 in his right mine, top be againſt their pay, 
except he be an enemy,” Tt's'welf known they groun- 

ded greatnecefliries,to fave tlie purſes of the people;8& 
there is the fame reafon of their pay, as of their conti- 

nuance; and both are of an indiſpenſable neceſſity. 


Objedt. 4. 11 the next plartyit's ſaid, that be the inten- 
tions of the Army never fo goad, yet they mu# not doe the 
leaſtevill, that the greateft good (bowld come thereby. 

Arf,"Tt's true, we mult nor chuſe the leaſt evilth;, yet 
howere evill may ckave to. aur ations, ſo there may 


appear to be much weakneſle and darknefſe jn ſome a- - 


(ions of the Army, rheir work being to deſtroy and 
pull downe, as thoſe that pull down old houſes, can- 
not but trouble the eyes of the ſtander by; fo that ſome 

of 


- worldly powers. The men of the world ar 
offended, becauſe the kingdome of Chriſt is at the: : 
very door, its ſo. 'confpicuous. and bright, that, ig - 
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is beſt duties with.ſome notable defe&ts, Mouſer 


ſmote the rock twice, Numb. 30. 11, 'And;Rahab conceas 
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ledthe two PIES BY | 
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ſeemed to do it Wit! ] unfa 


try; Butthe Auth 


revelation received from God, did this, believing that, 


the Lord was the author of the Yar, was, with, his peo... 
ple in the Vildernefſe; and would give them their. 


Land ' and therefore God dath cover her defects; and 
declares it an AF of faith. Sol believe many in the 
Army a@ by faith, believing the Lord will ſhake a/ Na» 


tions until} the deſire ; of Nations come; and hencethe.. 
Lord will overlook all irregslaritzes and weakneſles, . 


that mhy cleave to theer actions, in pulling down 
are chiefly 


makes men rage and fume, they know not how 
to 1efift it, becauſe its unreſiſtable,, and they cannot 
own it, becauſe it ſuits not with the' Worlds 
wiſdome and policy. Its likely to be much rejeted 


of this generaticn, to whom 1ts firſt offered : Men,are 
Pleaſed to view Chriſts Kingdome at a diſtance, asthe : 


ſews could converſe with Chriſtin types and ſhadowy, 
but when he comes indeed they reject him ſo will it 
be with this Generation, | 


Object. 5. 


ans hd an Aſe in KG bet lervce and doth-not ble- . 
miſhh ome 


felling, an; »ntr#tþ; yea, and the. 
th, Fallagk to her owne.coun. ; 
| thor to the Hebrews tells, us, (hedid it 
by faith, that is, ſhe by warrant of ſome particular 
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212. 87 OBfe Tt is PETS by 9 that we muſt be ſub/e& te 
eivil ;owers, as to the Ordinance of God : the towers that be or= 
dined of God, Rom, 13.1. The uſurp*d powers-of the Roman 
Pwiperotir was'crda ned of God. 
. .-Anſw, The anſwer forthisisat hand; A Military power 
-3Sas truly aii'Qrdinanceof God, as any other, and ſuperior 
-roit; The antient Government being irrecoverably loſt : 
the Army,. with che good People in the condition of -Con- 
querors, beingan Army cloathed with the peace, freedom, 
and privileges of the good people, this is as rational and 
as juſt as any -other Government , and ninch better, and 
moſt ſuitable then any other for us, at this day, as'I ſhall 
ſhew hereaſter. | 

It's therefore neceſſary for us to know, that a Mikitary 
power isas much an Oraizanceof God, as the Civil, if uot 
more z and the Lord doth. as ufually delight to appear in 
- this form of Government as in any other : hes ſtiled the 
Lord of Hoſts 'very' ofcen : he doth alſo manifeſt irin the 
Creation; caſting his'work into the mould cf an Arm 
when he'had fi #/h:d the heaven and earth, and the Heſt of them, 
* Gen: 2,/1;:1n his Providence, he is faid to pitch his '/exr a- 
- bout them that fear him : when he redeems ; he comes as a 
'man'of War, with his garments dipt 2» blo2d, Ila. 9. When 
he comes to deſtroy Antichriſt,comes with his Arm-es 5n hea 
ven; when he comes to judge, he comes with thouſands of Aw- 
g ll::And thus the Lord rejoiceth to come forth in a Milita- 
'ry cloathing. And therefore know,that an Army is an Ordi- 
»ance of God,appointed by him,as the moſt abſolute & per- 
fe&power on earth;having theſubſtance ofallGovernments 
contajned init. This was Raben: portion, 'and'is called 
the Exceencie of Dignitie , the Excellency of Strength. Hence, 
all Governments are called powers, and in'Scripture, cal- 
led,the Sword. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of the-Civil Magiſtrate 
ſaith, He bears not the ſword tn vain. By this we ſee the Sword 
is an Ordinance of God,and muſt be ſubje&ed unto,as well 
az Civil power, 

.6. Objeftion. In the next place it is often demanded;How 
it was ſuch a hainous g7-8 3n the King to demand but five 

: 'S) Members; 
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:Members; and no breach at all m the Army to diffolve the 


whole Parlament: I . 77 098 
., Anſw. It is anſwered thns : When the King came co 
pluck out the Five Members out of the Houſe , he camein 
a. hoſtile manner, in a time of Peace, when the Govern= 
ment of the Nation was whole: and intire, ffanding in its 
full ſtrength and luſter. But now the A of the Army is 
quite another thing, the Government bejng broken and 
ſharcered, and that remaining part of the Parkament was 
very lame and defe&ive : and this ſtanding onely by the 
Memes power, this leſſens the Crime, if not wholly oble- 
teratea. 
- Obie. Another Objection to be removed is this ; Did 
not Eſſex and Waller disband at the command of the Par- 
lament? and why, not this Army ? - 8 | | 
Anſwer. The Earle of Eſſex, with others, were ealled in 
by the Self-d:ny'»g Ordinance, as they were Members of Par- 
Jament : and che Governmenc was, in the ſame condition, 
25.whole, as intire, as when-they:were firſt ſent oug.. Belides,. 
they were not crowned with ſuch vidtories and ſucceſs, as 
the Army ſince was'3 and moreover, there -hadibeen-never 
ſuch a breach of Truſt committed by the Parlament, as af- 
ter all thoſe vigories z-they were about giving 8llup to the 
King again, as by the pexlonal Freaty was like tobe done, 
and ſo choſe that had ventured their lives, ſhould have been 
left to the mercy of aninraged enemy. ' Upon this the peo- 
ple make their Appeals tothe: 4rmy, to interpoſe in thoſe 
concernments. Now. if the Army had disbanded at ſuch s 
trme, it would haye been.to.ſubjeRed. their liyes-and liber- 
ties, ſodearly purchaſed ,. to- the, luſts and deſigns of evil] 
men : al} which in conicience. and duty. to. God and man, 
they were bound to preſerve. | 
| Befides,the caſe of the Ne Officers that madethe breach 
aow , was quite. auofther thing then that of disbanding; je 
was by an Execmrive, Authority the Parliament took upon 
them while they owned themelves to be the, Legiſlatrve po- 
vers g0ing abour to turn,out Nie. Emineng Qtficers upan a 
Criminal Account, without any tryal, or ſo, much as:a hear- 
ing:it beinga high piece of lnjuſtice ſo co do. The old Pro- 
teftor 


17). , 
teftor would alwayes labdl 2 fatisfhe any diſſenting Ofh- 
cer, before he would diſmifs him from his Command. If 
theſe Nine had gone off quietly, they ſhould ſuddenly have 
trad more fellow-ſufferers, the defign being to breake the 
whole Condu@of the Army, who had as it were a natural 
Righc to their Places,being ſuch as had hazarded their lives, 
and the like : Now for tlieſe to have ſuffered themſelves to 
be thus trodden under foot, and together with themſelves - 
the intereſt of all good people, had been a greater crime 
then can at this time be laid co their charge. 

$. Objeft. In the nextplace *tis ſaid by ſome, That if 
felf-love, particular ivtereſt, and neceſsity had not ſtirr*d,the 

encral good, would not ſo much moved them. To this I an. 
wer. 

A :{. Firſt, as to ſelf=love, as 'tis mentioned in 2 Tim.3,2. 
i3$an Evil, when it is either fixed on wrong obje&, or runs 
afcet a good obje&inordinately : But ſe/f-/ve-in its due la- 
titude and meaſure, is no fin, but a virtue rather, becauſe 
*tis made the Rule whereby we muſt regulate our love to-0- 
thers : Thos ſhalt love thy Neighbowr as thy ſelf : If then ic 
be a duty that I love another, it is alſo neceſfary I ſhould 
love my (elf. This Principle of ſelf-love (duly regulated) 
is ſoneceſlary, that the World could not ubſif without it; 
for from the ſame Principle that I love my ſelf, I love ano- 
ther;andif I did not love my ſelf, I would notlove man- 
kind; for that love my own fleſh, my life, my good name, 
and thelike,from.the ſame principleI com to love the body, 
rhelife,thecredir of another,ſo that take away Selt-love,(elf- 
>reſervation, and you take away mercy , love and tender- 
neſs out of the World; No may ever ſo hated his own fl: ſh,as to 
uffer it to be trodden down by pride and injuſtice, if it 
.ay in his power.to redeem himſelf. | 

Secondly, the, fame may be ſaid of particulor intereſt, If 
any particular intereſt be a_prejudiceto the whole, I muſt 
aſs it by; but when it is for the good. of the whole, I ana 
bound vo ſtick faft to it, Now *cis evident , that togerher 
with the Interzft of thoſe Nine Officers, with others that 
ſhare in the Condu& of the Army , lyes wraprt up with ic 
the Intereft of all honeft men; for if ſuch as '/had with the 
hazard of cheir lives RC the people fromilavery _=_ 

| o 44 . , DOR” 
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+ hondage, ſhould have delivered up their place of Office, 
which is ſo naturally and providentially their own, & have 
given up their own with our conquering Sword, into the 
hands of others, it had been'a high-breach. of truft cenimic- 
ted againſt the good people of this Nation. | 
Thirdly;Laſtly, as coan A& drawn forch through Nzcef- 
ſity, it may be very acceptable to God when our Wil is 
brought to conſent toa neceſviry; We come to chuſe obedi- 
ence, being called thereunto by an A& of Providence, ſo 
that when neceſsities meer with- an obediencial frame uf 
heart, neceſsity become a virtue, as we ſay 3 and obediciue 
thus drawn forth by an Aﬀof Providence, is as acceptable 
with God as Obedience grouuded upon Gods Word. ln the: 
laſt of Job» Chriſt tells Peter he ſhould be carried whithey be 
would net, Fhere was a neceſsity but his Will being drawn 
forch to meer the Neceſlicy', made it acceptable with 
God: Sometimes, nay ofren God works greateſt things ly 
mans neceſsities ; foras neceſsity hath no law , ſo it needs 
none, being a Law to its ſelf. | 
9. Obi, Jn the ninth place, that which is ffrongly oppo- 
ſedly oppoſed is, That we ſhould be ruled by the yworg. 
Anſ. The Sword its true, when it is drawn forth to kil and 
deſtroy, torat fleſh, and drine b'eod, cisa dark and moſt ſad 
diſpenſation; but as *cis onely uſed ro keep down inraged, 
Enemies, and keep off deftruftion, and when it's accompa-. 
nied with Wiſdom and Goodnefs, with Righteonfneſs and 
Juftice, then it comes to be good and defirable. Bur what 
do we fpeak of a Government by the Sword? Is the Govern- 
ment of the world-any other? Have not Emperonrys, Kings, 
and Commonwalths their XMili.z.*s to force obedience when 
their Civil Sword is contemned, being blunt and'dul ? D> 
they not draw the Military Sword, whichis far ſharper2Did 
not the late King draw this Sword to force the Scots ro uni- 
formity.Ail che Government of the Sword is but this, That 
a convenient number of the Forces be kept' under pay, to. 
keep down a turbulent Enemy , and to prote& honeſt men- 
in their Rights and Libercies , that would live in peace if 
they could. This js all the Rule of the Sword : Are not the - 
Civil Adminiftracions of Juftice kept up and exerciſed a- 
mongſt us ?-Is uot every man ſecured in his peculiar rizhts- 
Since- I have mencioned the: Sword , I ſhal ſpeak alittle - 
ic. Fir 
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Firft confider, the Sword is the Original and beginning 
of all Goveraments in the warld, and is the onely Prote- 
Aion and Preſeryation'.of them. 'Whirher 'd0 Emperors, 
Kings, or Common-Weelths xerire themſelves in caſe of cu- 


. mults and inſurrettions, but ynto a Military Power, there 


being onely ſuccour and defence : They cannot in ſuch ca- 
ſes ſubliſt, but asitwere reſclving into rheir firſt principles, 
the Sword,from whence they had their firſt riſe, 
© Secondly, Confider what ſpecial hand of Providence rai- 
ſed the Sword firſt : *It was not man, þut God raiſed up his 
People into an Army , when they wereat peaceand quiet. 
The Xing being great in Worldly Pomp and Glory, did 
bend all the force of his Government to oppreſs a poore 
harmlefs people that could nat live in-the Nation unleſs 
theywould defile their conſciences,thele lived as ſheep among 
Wolves, and werc as Doves and Lambs'; they had no horns 
to puſh, or hovfs to tread under; they had no ſword to de- 
ſtroy, but were willing.to lye down under al] cheir oppreſi- 
ons But the Lord calling forth theſe to war,& that not from 
a priviteſpirit, but wich the ſtamp of pub/tke Anthority,the 
Lord raiſed up their ſpirits, and made them men of War 
[ke himſelf, whois ſtiled theLord of Hoff. The Lord took his 
people {as hedid David, from the ſheepfold') co make them - 
men of War, put a mighty ſpirit into them,atfording a great 
manifeſtttion of his own preſence, going along with them, . 
before whom all earthly Powers 2c allen and broken to 
pieces, 'Thus the Lord cloathed himſelf, with Zeal as with 
a garment, and hath indued his people with ſuch Maſculine 
virtue and ſtrengch, that their Horns have been as Trov,and 
their Hoyofs as Bras, whereby they have threſhed the Moun- 
tains-and che'Hills as Chaff, And this hath not- been by 
Might and Power; bur by the ſpirit of the Lord, it-was notan 
arm of fleftithat could do this, but a Divine preſence, che 
Word anithe Armof the Lord going along wichan Army. 
- Thirdly, Conſider the neceſsity of an Army, and that in 
theſe reſpe&s, | | 
_ Firſt, the ancient Hedge of Civil Power is broken down, 
and-mens hearts and minds full of. rage and revenge, the 
army 15 the onely. bridle to reftrain it, and isas a wall of fire 


to keep the exhorbitant and beaſtly fury of eviſ-minded 
| MEN 
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men; that they would exergile upon a remant of people, thar 
God would pteſetve in the Land © 
* Secondly , it is a t:meof breaking , and pulling down all 
wotlidly Conſtitutions':'' Gol is ſtaining the pride of «ll glory, 
and treading downs ſtreverh ; for this reaſon God gathers his 
people into the forin of an Army : as he ſaid to his people of 
old, /cr. 51.20. Thou art my Baitle-axe ard Weapons of war 3 
with the: will 1 deſtroy Nations , and break Kingdemes, And 
again, Fear not, thin worm lacob , drid je wen of Iſrael, I will 
make ihee's ſharp t"reſhing Inſtrument , that bath recth , and 
thow ſhalt threſh the Mountains, and beat them ſmall, and make 
the hills as chaff $ thew ſhalt fan them, and the wind frall carry 
then away, and the wild:-neſs ſhall ſeater them, Iſa.qx.15.The 
Lord ſeemed to ſleep in former days, ſuffering his people to lie 
under oppreffion .. bat now he awakes, as in ancient days, cut. 
ting Rahad, and wounding the Dragor,breaking the bands,and 
bringing his | w_ from under Egyprian burthens; This can- 
not be done but by an Army. | | 

Thirdly, our condition at prefent is not a fixed Station but 
a poſture of diref} motion; weare upon our March from. Egype 
to Cara:r,from a Land of bondage and darkneſs, to a Land of 
Liberty and Reſt : Now the Army is a Body of Adivity of life 
and motion, and fo fir for ſuch a Work , being full of Spiric 
and vigor, inlarged in love and kindneſs, ſeparated from the 
old Forths and Cuſtomes of the world, ſo that while the Lerd 
leads.us in's troubleſome wildernefs., in dark and ruff pathes; 
amidſc wilde beaſrs,and enemies on gvery fide : How comfor- 
tableisir roall good people, to be led by the hand of an Ar- 
my, in the ways of Juſtice and Freedome. , | 
.. Fonrthly, The Army, being as the Sword of Gi4cow, before 
whom three -Natians fel, in whom there is Majeſty, Jnſtice and 
FroteRion; they are engaged to diſpoſe andfranie an Order 
of Government; for itheſe Nations : would not the King and 
his-party, think you,had they prevailed , made his own terms, 
and chat without controul?- And have not the Army the rea- 
ſon to ſecure themſelves, their Friends, their Eſtates, Lives and 
Liberties, by the beſt fecurity they can-poſlibly provide for 
chem > it's reaſon that they which give ProteRion ſhould give 
Law : Thisalſo muſt be done by the Afſciſtance ofan Army. 

That which fub;ets the Army moſk to conterwpe and re- 
proach 
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. exerciſe humane wiſdome, to keep —_— the like. The beſt 
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'Secondly,und korn you make ſome progreſs in your 
way, by every 0 unity i Wherefcye cryeſt thou wnts we 
ſaith God to AMeſry; »by' isqueſtipn' God doth not find” fagit * 
- with his Prayer of Supplregrign'for the people ; Ns rather thi 
-Lorddork hufith th WW afion |, "Speak "ae tee thildrey of 
Iſrael] the: they go pts; Cath he'? Kepe fall in's Fd 
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fir ing ititereſt"femidiry; God faith ro ou. M. F, ah d, 
Gb «p; and poſſeſs the Loud whith' 7 have ſwoP4, I will give. 70K: 
Go 0n, reform the Law and Miniſtry, purge i alf Courts of Ja- 
dicature, break'every Yoke, caſe all burthens,” baniſh th all; ro: 
—_ —_ Priſoner,releeve the po gf Fill | 
wit Righicouſneſt whit erer- $good, ri - 
'ble, leticbe browghe forth and exerciſed; "ua the pagphi 5 
Ged wall go before you, b-will fight for youu, Aces: dingto all high 
bee did for you Egypt. And your Enemies ſail bare at the foles 
of your" feet ut ſpill call Fad rhe Cry of the Lord, the- jon, 'the 
'hely one of I Iſrael, If 60. You ſee befides | your _ CorouriRe: 
ment, youbave rewind” (7otana ne wo 
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